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Essay #2-“Rhetorical Analysis”

Name____________________________
Complete the following worksheet based on analysis of The New Yorker Magazine’s video “Why Noise Pollution
Is More Dangerous Than We Think” (David Owens, NewYorker.com/video, 5/8/2019)

1.

Introduce the text: (Author/Title/Publisher/Location/Date/Genre)

2.

Identify the text’s purpose and support with evidence.

3.

Identify the text’s audience (primary/secondary/tertiary) Who benefits most from hearing this argument? Who is
likely to support/contradict this message and why?

4.

Provide background context on the subject (major issues +/-, socio-historical) and why the author believes this
argument is significant at the time of publication.

5.

How would you describe the author’s tone? Is it appropriate and persuasive? Why/why not?

6.

How would you describe the author’s stance on the issue? Support with evidence and explain how you think this
impacts the argument.

7.

How is this text arranged? Describe the elements (audio, visual, animation, etc…), how they are presented and
interact with one another.
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8.

How is this argument structured? Where does it begin and conclude? What are the major claims and supporting
points the argument is trying to make?

9.

Which rhetorical strategies and appeals are used? Are they effective? Why/why not?

10. What are the connotations of this text? Are there any subtle or hidden arguments being made? How does the
author allude to these non-verbalized arguments?

11. Analyze the design of the media, including location and lighting, use of images and text (typography)

12. How does color function in this text?

13. Examine the readability of this text. Are there any features that increase or decrease the legibility? How does
this impact the effectiveness?

14. Overall, do you think this text achieves its purpose? Why/why not? Be sure to address how you are connected
to the text and how the location of publication/exposure impacts the argument.
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